TALES OF DESTINY

INTRODUCTION

JUST without one of the massive bastioned
gates of the city of Fathpur-Sikri there stood
in the year 1580 a caravanserai that afforded
accommodation for man and beast. Here
would alight travellers drawn by the calls of
homage, by business, or by curiosity to the famous
Town of Victory, built, as the inscription over the
gateway told, by " His Majesty, King of Kings,
Heaven of the Court, Shadow of God, Jalal-ad-din
Mohammed Akbar Padishah/'
At the time of our story Akbar was at the zenith of
his glory. He had moved his court from Agra, the
capital of his predecessors on the throne of the
Moguls, after having raised for himself, on the spot
where the birth of a son had been promised him by a
hermit saint, this superb new city of Fathpur-Sikri,
seven miles in circumference, walled and guarded by
strong forts at its seven gateways. Emperor and
nobles had vied with each other in erecting palaces
of stately design and exquisite finish of adornment*
A beautiful mosque commemorated the good deeds
of the saint, and provided a place of prayer for those
of the Moslem faith. In the palace of the Emperor
was a magnificent audience hall, with marble
columns and stone-carved galleries, in the centre of
which stood the throne of gold sprinkled with rubies,
emeralds, and diamonds, surrounded by a silver rail*
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